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1. Summary
Students will complete The Day I Was Born online project to 

use the Internet to find and share important & interesting information about 
What was happening in the world when they were born
Grade levels: 4, 6, & 8 

2. Introduction

Students will answer the following questions:

A. How old are you in days? 
B. What did the Moon look like when you were born? 
C. Which aurthors were born on your birthdate? 
D. What news eventes occurred on the day you were born? 
E. Which songs were popular when you were born? 
F. What headlines appeared in the New York Times when you were born? 
G. What History Channel events occurred the day you were born? 
H. What shows were on television when you were born? 
I.  What toys were popular when you were born? 
J. Which movies were showing when you were born? 
K. What does your name mean? 
L. What would your name look like in Viking Runes? 
M. What did you think about this proect? 
3. Objectives
Students will:

1. Participate in The Day I Was Born online project to find the above information.

2. Use Microsoft Word to create a document that contains the information listed in the Introduction.
3.  Chose the most important or interesting event that occurred on the day they were born.

4.  Contribute to The Day I Was Born Online History Book by submitting the above information to the project web site.

4. Materials
Necessary supplies: Microsoft Word software
Necessary equipment: Computers with Internet access

Necessary reading material: none 

Optional equipment and supplies: printer, Microsoft Power Point 


5. Student Activity—Data Input Handout:

(document template)
(as found at http://www.stphilipneri.org/teacher/dayiwasborn/content.php?type=1&id=103 on the project web site):

As you gather your information you will also record it. 
---------------------------------------------------------
Use this page to record your data--Use the back of this page if necessary


All information MUST Be in YOUR OWN WORDS If you need more information, ?Ask Jeeves? at http://www.ajkids.com/index.asp


Your Name_________________________________________________
Birthdate being researched (mm/dd/yyyy)___________________
------------------------------------------------------------


A. How many DAYS old? _________________________DAYS. 
The date I found this informations is (today's date)_______________


B. Moon Drawing________Moon Phase______________________


C. Literary Figure's name__________________________________ 
Year Born_______
Accomplishment/s:__________________________________________
If no information is available for your date, go ask Jeeves.


D. Price of a postage stamp: then_____________now_________


President/leader:then______________________________________


now________________________________________________________


Vice President/co leader: then_____________________________


now________________________________________________________


E. What happened in music history the week you are researching?
___________________________________________________________
Recording artist/s with same birthday: ___________________________________________________________


What did they do?__________________________________________


F. New York Times--EVENT occuring on birthdate: ___________________________________________________________
Year_________
Description:_______________________________________________


PERSON with shared birthdate_______________________________


Description________________________________________________


G. The History Channel--Event:
___________________________________________________________


Description________________________________________________


Person with shared birthday:_______________________________


Description ____________________________________________


Chart topper song________________________________________


Chart topper musician or group name:
_________________________________________________________


H.TV--Character/s:_________________________________________


Name of show:______________________________________________


I. Toys--Name of toy _____________________________________


description_______________________________________________


J. Movies--Movie Title____________________________________


Movie stars:_______________________________________________


K. What's in a Name? What does this name mean?


___________________________________________________________


L. Viking name would look like:___________________________ 

Optional Printable Project Outline Handout 

(Located at http://www.stphilipneri.org/teacher/dayiwasborn/content.php?type=1&id=104) 

After you gather all of your information you will write a paper summarizing the events and conditions which occurred at the time you were born. You will use the project outline to guide you through this process. 


The Day I Was Born--Project Outline


1. Personal Statistics


A. Name/grade/meaning of name
B. Birthday (Month dd, yyyy--ex: February 28, 1989)
C. Age in years & days
D. Moon phase on date of birth--drawing
E. Viking name


2. Shared Birthdays


A. Literary figure
1. Name/year born
2. Occupation/Accomplishment (plot/setting/characters)


B. Historical figure--New York Times
1. Name/year born
2. Occupation/ Accomplishments


C. Historical figure--History Channel
Use the same items as above (Name, Year born, Occupation, Accomplishments)


D. Recording artist--This Week in Music History
Use the same 4 items as above (Name, Year born, Occupation, Accomplishments)


3. Events Occurring on Your Birthday


A. Historical--New York Times
1. Year/place
2. Description


B. Historical--The History Channel
Same as above (Year, Place, Description)


C. Entertainment--Music--This Week in Music History
Who, What did they do?


D. Entertainment--Music--The History Channel
Same as above (Who, What)


E. Entertainment--Television--Top Shows
1. Name of show
2. Plot/setting/characters
3. Years on TV--How long?


F. Entertainment--Television--Saturday Mornings
Name of show/plot/setting/characters


G. Entertainment--Movies
Name of show/plot/setting/characters


4. Nostalgia


A. Cost of a postage stamp
B. President then and now
C. Vice-president then and now
D. 3 Toys
1. name of each
2. description of each


5. Summary/Evaluation


A. Did you enjoy working on this project? Why? Why not?
B. Most interesting things learned by doing this project.
C. Was the project too hard/ too easy/ just right?
D. Suggestions for improving this project.
F. Additional comments. 

What will the teacher do? (as stated at http://www.stphilipneri.org/teacher/dayiwasborn/content.php?type=1&id=94 on the project website):

Please feel free to use our project in any way that suits your needs. You certainly don't have to complete all components of the project to utilize this website.

You may find that the online, printable Printable Data Input Handout and Printable Project Outline Handout help your students to complete the project in an organized manner. You might, instead, create your own handouts.

You might have all students complete the entire project, you might choose for them to research only certain links, or or you may assign different students to complete different sections of the project. 

You may choose to use this project only within your classroom or you may join us in collaboration--even if you only report on ONE section of the project. If you will be using only one link you might be interested in allowing your students to become "real" authors by submitting their results to The Day I Was Born Online History Book .

For examples of how the project is being used by other teachers click on the Collaborating link for details. Wonderful Ways Teachers Have Used the Project link should give you some very good ideas about how to customize the project for your students (is you wish to do so).

The project includes several online tools tools to enter student data which is published to the website BUT if you choose to use a different means of 'Putting It All Together' (online Power Point presentation, student created webpages, etc.) please feel free and also please let us know about this so that we can include a link to your students work or to a page which describes their results.

Thank you for your interest in this project. I welcome you to use it with your students and I invite you to join us in collaboration if you are able. If you decide to use the project I hope your students enjoy finding out what was going on in this world the day they were born.

.
Extension Activity
Use Microsoft Power Point to create a slide show containing all information collected during the project.
Assessment
Pre and post content test:

The Day I Was Born

Pre-Post Content Test

1. What was the most important or interesting event that occurred on the day you were born?

2. Which famous author shares your birthday?  Name the book or poem this author wrote.

3. What does your name mean? 

4. Who was the President of the United States on the Day you were born

5. Write your name in Viking Runes.


Pre and post technology knowledge test:

1. Demonstrate how to use the browser“Back” button @ scroll bar

2. Demonstrate how to use an online data input box

3. Demonstrate how to use the browser “Find on this page” feature

4. Demonstrate how to copy & paste

5. Demonstrate how to save a document both to the floppy & hard drive.


6. Teacher Guide
Time required: 2 to 3 45-minute class sessions in the computer lab 
Grade level: appropriate for students in grades 4--12
Background information (copied from http://www.stphilipneri.org/teacher/dayiwasborn/content.php?type=1&id=91 in The Day I Was Born
. 

Project Background
This website was originally designed (after much frustration -- my own and my students) to make Internet research easier for younger students. I found that many 4th through 6th graders have a very difficult time using search engines--even those designed for children ('Yahooligans' and 'Ask Jeeves, For Kids'). 

Kids are often simply overwhelmed by the large amount of information returned through a web search and confused as to which links to choose. Even after directing students to specific websites to find particular pieces of information, they are often frustrated when they fail to find the information they need (and which I know is contained in the site). This project directs students to each link, with instructions on how to use each related website. 

You might find this project to be a good introductory lesson on using the Internet. Students become familiar with 'what's out there' without being overwhelmed by ALL that's out there. 

Please don't limit use of this project to younger students. It has been used and enjoyed by middle, high school, and college students.

I've learned from using this website with my students that they often fail to read the somewhat detailed introductory instructions found on each research page (before being directed to each outside link). With younger students you might want to demonstrate using the outside links before you send them off on their own. I tell my older students, who are capable of working independently, “Go back and read the instructions”. 

No evaluation tools are included on the website because I feel that each individual teacher is the best judge of their students' competence.

Where to find materials.

All information and materials are included in The Day I Was Born website

Standards Covered:
Content:
http://www.lcet.doe.state.la.us/conn/index.asp?U=standards_main.asp 

English/Language Arts--ELA-1-E5, ELA-1-E6, ELA-1-M3, ELA-1-M4, ELA-1-M5, ELA-1-H3, ELA-1-H4, ELA-1-H5, ELA-2-E2, ELA-2-M2, ELA-3-E2, ELA-3-M2, ELA-3-M5, ELA-3-H3 
ELA-5-E1, ELA-5-E2, ELA-5-E3, ELA-5-E4, ELA-5-M1, ELA-5-M2, ELA-5-M4, ELA-5-H1, ELA-5-H2, ELA-5-H3, ELA-5-H4, ELA-6-E2, ELA-7-E4, 

Foreign Languages -- CP-1-E3 

Math -- N-6-E, N-8-E, N-9-E, N-6-H, M-1-E, M-5-E, M-1-M, M-6-M, M-4-H 
D-1-E, 

Science -- PS-E-B1, PS-E-C2, PS-M-A5, ESS-E-B3, 

Social Studies -- C-1A-M6, H-1A-E1, H-1A-E3, H-1B-E1, H-1C-E1, H-1C-E4, H-1D-E2, H-1D-E3, H-1A-M1, H-1A-M2, H-1A-M3, H-1A-M6, H-1B-M15, H-1B-M18, H-1A-H1, H-1A-H2, H-1B-H15, 

Foundation Skills – Communication, Resource Access and Utilization,  Linking and Generating Knowledge 


Technology:
LA State Department of Education Technology Standards
http://www.doe.state.la.us/doe/lcet/curric/k12stand.asp
K-12 Technology Standards

1. Technology Communication Tools (Communication Foundation Skill) 

· Students use telecommunications to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts and other audiences. 

· Students use a variety of media and formats to communicate and present information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences. 

1. Technology Problem-Solving and Decision-Making Tools (Problem Solving Foundation Skill) 

· Students evaluate the technology selected, the process, and the final results through the use of informed decision-making skills. 

1. Technology Productivity Tools (Resource Access and Utilization Foundation Skill) 

· Students use technology tools to enhance learning, increase productivity, and promote creativity. 

· Students use productivity tools to work collaboratively in developing technology-rich, authentic, student-centered products. 

1. Technology Research Tools (Linking and Generating Knowledge Foundation Skill) 

· Students use appropriate technology to locate, evaluate, and collect information from a variety of sources. 

· Students use technology tools to process data and report results. 

1. Social, Ethical, and Human Issues (Citizenship Foundation Skill) 

· Students practice responsible use of technology systems, information, and software. 

· Students develop positive attitudes toward technology uses that support lifelong learning, collaboration, personal pursuits, and productivity. 

1. Basic Operations and Concepts 

· Students are proficient in the use of technology 

References:
Listed as Web sites when possible. For example: 

Other lesson plans using technology are available at the "Tech in ED" website.
Other information on insect metamorphosis can be found at the following sites:
Science Library Adventures


HYPERLINK "http://www1.bos.nl/~bijlmakers/entomology/begin.htm"
Entomology for Beginners

